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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The purpose of this submission is to present the Title VI Program of the Mid Region Council of 
Governments (MRMPO/RTPO), a current recipient for Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
financial assistance. This program was developed to guide the MRMPO/RTPO in its 
administration and management of Title VI related activities as specified in Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) Circular 4702.1.B. This submission hereby provides assurance that the 
MRMPO/RTPO has not had a Title VI compliance review for previous funding received from 
another federal agency. Further, the MRMPO/RTPO has not applied to any other federal agency 
for funding. Pursuant to FTA Circular 4702.1B reporting requirements, this Title VI Program will 
be effective through 2023. 
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I. Nondiscrimination Statement of Policy 

Title VI Policy Statement 

The Mid-Region Council of Governments provides the following notification to the public that it 
complies with Title VI and informs members of the public of the protections against 
discrimination afforded to them by the Civil Rights Act of 1964: 

 
The Mid-Region Council of Governments (MRMPO/RTPO) is committed to compliance 
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 49 CFR, part 2, and all related regulations 
and directives. Mid-Region Council of Governments assures that no person shall on the 
grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any 
program or activity under any Mid-Region Council of Governments program, activity or 
service. To obtain more information on our nondiscrimination obligations or to file a Title 
VI complaint, contact Sandra Gaiser at 809 Copper Avenue NW, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87102 or www.MRMPO/RTPO-nm.gov. 

 
El Consejo de Gobiernos de la Región Media (MRMPO/RTPO) se compromete a 
cumplir con el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, 49 CFR, parte 2, y 
todas las regulaciones y directivas relacionadas. El Consejo de Gobiernos de la Región 
Media garantiza que ninguna persona por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, 
género, edad o discapacidad no se excluirá de la participación, se le negarán los 
beneficios o se someterá a discriminación bajo ningún programa o actividad. bajo 
cualquier programa, actividad o servicio del Consejo de Gobiernos de la Región Media. 
Para obtener más información sobre nuestras obligaciones de no discriminación o para 
presentar una queja de Título VI, comuníquese con Sandra Gaiser al 809 Copper 
Avenue NW, Albuquerque, Nuevo México 87102 o www.MRMPO/RTPO-nm.gov. 

 
Prohibited discrimination may be intentional or unintentional. Seemingly neutral acts that have 
disparate impacts on individuals of a protected group and lack a substantial legitimate 
justification are a form of prohibited discrimination. Harassment and retaliation are also 
prohibited forms of discrimination. 

 
Examples of prohibited types of discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, or age include: Denial to an individual any service, financial aid, or other benefit; 
Distinctions in the quantity, quality, or manner in which a benefit is provided; Segregation or 
separate treatment; Restriction in the enjoyment of any advantages, privileges, or other benefits 
provided; Discrimination in any activities related to highway and infrastructure or facility built or 
repaired; and Discrimination in employment. 

 
Environmental Justice/Limited English Proficiency Policy Statement 

 

Mid-Region Council of Governments is also committed to assure every effort will be made to 
prevent the discrimination of low-income and minority populations as a result of any impact of its 
programs or activities in accordance with Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address 
Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and in Low-Income Populations. 

 

In addition, the Mid-Region Council of Governments also assures every effort will be made to 
provide meaningful access to persons that have Limited English Proficiency, in accordance with 
Executive Order 13166, Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English 
Proficiency. 



5 | P a g e  

 

 

Definition of Federal Financial Assistance and Recipients Affected 
Federal financial assistance is defined as any Federal dollars that are assigned to the 
MRMPO/RTPO to support any program and activity, by way of grant, loan or contract, other than 
a contract of insurance or guaranty. 

 

Specific Forms of Discrimination Prohibited 
Mid-Region Council of Governments efforts to prevent discrimination must address, but are not 
limited to: 

 

¶ The denial of services, financial aid, or other benefits provided under a program. 

¶ Distinctions in the quality, quantity, or manner in which the benefit is provided. 

¶ Segregation or separation in any part of the program. 

¶ Restriction in the enjoyment of any advantages, privileges, or other benefits provided to 
others. 

¶ Different standards or requirements for participation. 

¶ Methods of administration which directly or indirectly or through contractual relationships 
would defeat or impair the accomplishment of effective nondiscrimination. 

¶ Discrimination in any activities related to a highway, infrastructure or facility built or 
repaired in whole or in part with Federal funds. 

¶ Discrimination in any employment resulting from a program, the primary purpose of 
which is to provide employment. 

 
Mid Region Council of Governments Programs and Services Covered by Title VI 

 

Mid-Region Council of Governments Title VI Plan applies to all of the MRMPO/RTPO programs, 
activities and services, regardless of funding source. Some sections deal with specific 
requirements (e.g. FTA funded programs). 

 
Authorities 

 

1. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. § 2000d et seq., 78 stat. 252), 
(prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin); 

2. Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973 (23 U.S.C. §324 et seq.), (prohibits discrimination on 
the basis of sex); 

3. The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, (42 U.S.C. § 6101 et seq.), (prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of age); 

4. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, (29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq.) as amended, 
(prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability); 

5. Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended, (42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq.), 
(prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability) 

6. The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisitions Policies Act of 1970, 
as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 4601 

7. The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, 42 U.S.C. § 4321; 
8. 49 C.F.R. Part 21 (entitled Nondiscrimination In Federally-Assisted Programs Of The 

Department of Transportation-Effectuation of Title VI Of The Civil Rights Act of 1964); 
9. 49 C.F.R. Part 27 (entitled Nondiscrimination On The Basis Of Disability In Programs Or 

Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance); 
10. 49 C.F.R. Part 28 (entitled Enforcement Of Nondiscrimination On the Basis Of Handicap 

In Program Or Activities Conducted By The Department Of Transportation); 
11. 49 C.F.R. Part 37 (entitled Transportation Services For Individuals With Disabilities 

(ADA)); 
12. 23 C.F.R. Part 200 (FHWAôs Title VI/Nondiscrimination Regulation); 
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13. 28 C.F.R. Part 35 (entitled Discrimination On The Basis Of Disability In State And Local 
Government Services); 

14. 28 C.F.R. Part 50.3 (DOJ Guidelines for Enforcement of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964). 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed by Chief Administrative Officer or Designee Date 

 

 
II. Title VI and Environmental Justice ï The Public Participation Plan (PPP) 

 

The Public Participation Plan establishes the procedures to enhance public involvement in the 
provision of transit services among beneficiaries of the MRMPO/RTPOôs services, including but 
not limited to, low income and minority individuals as well as those with limited English 
proficiency. 

 

The MRMPO/RTPO offers early and continuous opportunities for public involvement in 
identifying social, economic and environmental impacts of transit services. The depth of the 
MRMPO/RTPOôs public participation plan is well demonstrated by the variety of information and 
materials developed and disseminated as a part of MRMPO/RTPOôs community outreach effort 
and is found in Appendix A. 

 
Federal Regulations 

 

In accordance with Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Title VI Circular 4702.1B, Promoting 
Inclusive Public Participation, the MRMPO/RTPOôs public participation plan offers early and 
continuous opportunities for the public to be involved in the identification of social, economic and 
environmental impacts of transit services. With regards to public participation, grant recipients 
are required to comply with several requirements in order to demonstrate compliance. 

 

Planning Regulations 
 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and FTA joint regulation for planning assistance and 
standards, codified as 23 CFR 450 and 49 CFR 613 respectively, formulates a robust process 
for providing citizens, public agencies, public transportation employees, freight shippers, private 
transportation providers, users of public transportation, pedestrian walkways, and bicycle 
facilities with reasonable opportunities to be involved in the metropolitan transportation planning 
process. To this end, the MRMPO/RTPOôs planning area is also served by the designated 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO): the Mid-Region Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MRMPO), responsible for surface transportation planning in the Albuquerque Metropolitan 
Planning Area (AMPA). 

 

The MPO is responsible for developing long-range transportation plans and short-term 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for their defined area, and the RTPO is responsible 
for developing the Long-Range Transportation Plan for the areas that fall outside of the 
Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area. The RTPO provides recommendations for 
prioritization of transportation projects through the Regional Transportation Improvement 
Program Recommendation (RTIPR). As such, the MRMPO/RTPO projects are publicly vetted in 
a wide variety of venues through the public participation processes associated with the MPO so 
as to ensure a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive planning process. This submission 
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has an additive value in defining public participation requirements necessary to encourage 
active and meaningful public involvement in reviewing and commenting on policies and 
provisions affecting transit services. 

 

The MRMPO/RTPO Public Participation Plan (PPP) describes how our organization 
communicates and distributes information to the public as well as how the public can interact 
and provide comments to our organization. The needs of those traditionally underserved by the 
existing system will be sought and considered by the MRMPO/RTPO. The goal of the 
MRMPO/RTPOôs public participation plan is to support proactive inclusive public involvement at 
all stages of planning and project development. The performance standards for proactive public 
involvement include early and continuous involvement; reasonable public availability of vital 
information with meaningful access; collaborative input on alternatives, evaluation criteria, and 
mitigation needs; open public meetings in accessible locations; and open access to the 
decision-making process. 

 
To achieve these objectives, the MRMPO/RTPO will: 

 

¶ Ensure that the public is actively involved in the development of transit services; 

¶ Provide community outreach efforts to ensure meaningful public involvement; and 

¶ Employ a wide variety of outreach techniques in a myriad of venues to convey vital 
information throughout the MRMPO/RTPOôs planning area. 

 

Through its public involvement efforts, the MRMPO/RTPO will strive to achieve the following 
Title VI and Environmental Justice (EJ) goals: 

 

¶ Avoid, minimize, or mitigate disproportionately high and adverse human health and 
environmental effects, including social and economic effects, on minority populations and 
low-income populations. 

¶ Ensure the full and fair participation by all potentially affected communities in the 
transportation decision-making process. 

¶ Prevent the denial of, reduction in, or significant delay in the receipt of benefits by 
minority and low-income populations. 

 

Title VI states that no person shall, on the ground of race, color, or national origin be excluded 
from participation in, denied benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or 
activity receiving federal financial assistance. The MRMPO/RTPO will ensure that the input and 
feedback from all people will be considered in the development of MRMPO/RTPO planning 
documents and activities. 

 
Environmental justice concerns and goals should be considered throughout all public 
engagement efforts, from project planning through construction and operation. This includes 
public outreach conducted during transportation planning and during the environmental reviews 
required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

 

The following actions related to Environmental Justice and Title VI are meant to reduce the 
barriers for participation in the decision-making process by low income, minority or disabled 
individuals. 

 
1. When possible, public meetings will be held in locations that are convenient to low- and 

moderate-income neighborhoods and accessible to disabled populations. Such locations 
include community centers, senior centers, and schools. Where possible, members of 
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our organization will meet at the locations of businesses, neighborhood groups, 
stakeholders, and other agencies. 

2. Upon request, all of our organizationôs work products and documents will be made 
available in alternative formats, including Braille, large type and languages other than 
English. 

3. The following statement will be included in all of our organizationôs documents: The 
MRMPO/RTPO does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age or disability in the provision of services. This document can be made 

available in alternative formats by contacting our organization: (505) 247-1750. The 
following statement will be included in all meeting announcements: Anyone 
requiring special accommodations must notify the MRCOG office at 505-247- 
1750 at least seven days prior to the meeting. 

4. Agencies and organizations that represent low income, minority and disabled 
populations will be identified and included in our organizationôs mailings. Our staff will 
maintain an active listing of contacts for these organizations. 

5. Our organization will evaluate Environmental Justice actions and Title VI requirements 
on an annual basis to ensure effectiveness of public involvement. This document will be 
reviewed and updated in conjunction with the Public Participation Plan. 

 
Communication and Notification to the Public 

 

All members of the public are ensured protections against discrimination which are afforded to 
them by Title VI. To ensure open communication with the public, the MRCOG will adhere to the 
following requirements: 

 

¶ The MRCOG will disseminate agenda and public meeting information to members of the 
public via accessible printed and electronic media, including postings on the MRCOG 
website and in the Albuquerque Journal. Documents and agendas will be available at the 
MRCOG office, 809 Copper Avenue NW 87102, and at other locations identified in the 
Public Participation Plan (see Appendix A for the PPP). 

¶ Public notices of MRCOG meetings will be posted at the location of the meeting site. 

¶ In appropriate documents, the MRCOG will include a statement that the organization 
complies with Title VI by assuring that no person shall on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, gender, age, or disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity under any 
MRCOG program, activity, or service. 

 

Section VI of this plan describes the procedures on how members of the public can request 
additional information regarding the MRCOG Title VI obligation. This section also identifies the 
procedures to be followed by members of the public to file a discrimination complaint against the 
MRCOG. 

 
 

III. Title VI and Environment Justice ï Mid-Region Council of Governments Planning 
Requirements 

 
The MRMPO/RTPO is responsible for ensuring Title VI compliance for the following planning 
activities: 

 
Data Collection 
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Census and other statistical data will be collected by the MRMPO/RTPO as a means of 
identifying low income and minority populations within the Mid-Region planning area. The data 
will be maintained for the purpose of planning projects and programs that serve various 
population groups. The data collection process will be reviewed regularly to ensure sufficiency in 
meeting Title VI requirements. 

 

¶ MRMPO/RTPO Actions 
o Collect, maintain, and update databases of low income and minority 

concentrations within the Mid-Region planning area 
o Utilize the data when developing plans and studies 
o Develop demographic profile maps to help identify neighborhoods with high 

concentrations of low income and minority populations 
o Use these maps in various planning documents 

 

Unified Planning Work Program 
The MRMPO/RTPO Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) is the annual list of projects and 
activities that are expected to be completed by staff and the governing and advisory committees 
for the MRCOG. In this document, the MRMPO/RTPO will identify projects, studies, and other 
activities that will provide more transportation options to disadvantaged populations. 

 

¶ MRMPO/RTPO Actions 

o Identify planning activities that will encourage involvement by all populations 
o Analyze the benefits and impacts that planning studies might have on low income 

and minority populations 
o Create maps highlighting socio-economic groups and their geographical relationship 

to jobs, housing, and transportation options for all modes 
 

Transportation Improvement Program 
The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is the short-term program of projects that are 
expected to be designed, engineered, and constructed within the next four years. Projects 
should be reviewed to assess the benefits and impacts they might have on various aspects of 
the population. 

 

¶ MRMPO Actions 
o Work with the entities to identify transportation projects that serve areas of the 

MRMPO with low income and minority populations 
o Provide opportunity for all populations to provide input into project identification 

 

Statewide Transportation Improvement Program / Regional Transportation Improvement 
Program Recommendations 
The Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is the short-term program of 
projects that are expected to be designed, engineered, and constructed within the next four 
years. The Regional Transportation Improvement Program Recommendations (RTIPR) is the 
ranked list of projects that RTPOs recommend be funded through the STIP. Projects should be 
reviewed to assess the benefits and impacts they might have on various aspects of the 
population. 

 

¶ MRRTPO Actions 
o Through the RTIPR process, work with the entities to identify transportation 

projects that serve areas of the MRRTPO with low income and minority 
populations 
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o Through the RTIPR process, provide opportunity for all populations to provide 
input into project identification 

 
 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
The Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) is the long range, comprehensive plan that 
identifies the projects, programs, and policies needed in the next 20 years to meet the 
transportation needs of this area. Using various data collected by the Mid-Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, the MTP can estimate growth patterns of disadvantaged populations and 
address the benefits and burdens that future transportation projects might have. 

 

¶ MRMPO Actions 
o Develop demographic profile maps that project growth in disadvantaged 

populations over at least a 20-year planning horizon 

o Give all populations opportunity to provide input into project identification 
o Assess the effects that future land use decisions and transportation projects 

might have on the neighborhoods, the environment, and the economy 

o Ensure that the benefits and impacts of future transportation systems are equally 
distributed among all areas of the MRMPO 

 
Regional Transportation Plan 
The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) is the long range, comprehensive plan that identifies 
the projects, programs, and policies needed in the next 20 years to meet the transportation 
needs of this area. Using various data collected by the Mid-Region Council of Governments the 
RTP can estimate growth patterns of disadvantaged populations and address the benefits and 
burdens that future transportation projects might have. 

 

¶ MRRTPO Actions 
o Develop demographic profile maps that project growth in disadvantaged 

populations over at least a 20-year planning horizon 

o Give all populations opportunity to provide input into project identification 
o Assess the effects that future land use decisions and transportation projects 

might have on the neighborhoods, the environment, and the economy 

o Ensure that the benefits and impacts of future transportation systems are equally 
distributed among all areas of the MRRTPO 

 
Transit Planning 

 

¶ MRMPO Actions 
o Using demographic profile maps, ensure that transit routes and stops fully serve 

those neighborhoods with high concentrations of low income and minority 
populations. 

o Work with Rio Metro Regional Transit District and ABQ Ride to identify necessary 
changes to routes 

o Ensure bus stop locations are fully accessible for all users, both at the site and in 
the vicinity 

¶ MRRTPO Actions 
o Initiate and coordinate long-range regional transportation planning with other 

local, regional, and statewide planning initiatives. Collaborate with NMDOT and 
other partners to identify and document current and future transportation needs, 
plans, and projects for inclusion in the MRRTPO Long-Range Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP). 
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o Conduct and/or participate in corridor studies, transportation-related subarea 
plans, and regional and local multi-modal and intermodal planning activities, 
including comprehensive plans, transportation plans, safety plans, freight plans, 
transit plans, trail plans, bike plans, etc. 

 
 

IV. Organization/Staff Responsibilities 
 

Organizational Overview: 
The Mid-Region Council of Governments (MRCOG) is a regional planning organization that 
develops policies and makes decisions about transportation planning in the greater 
Albuquerque region of New Mexico. It is a forum for cities, towns, villages, tribal governments, 
counties, transit agencies, and state agencies to address common regional issues. 

 
MRCOG includes several organizational divisions such as the Mid-Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, Mid-Region Rural Transportation Planning Organization, Workforce 
Development-Central Region, Water Resources Management, Local Planning Assistance, and 
Economic Development-District 3. Several of these programs have their own governing bodies. 
In addition, MRCOG administratively houses the Rio Metro Regional Transit District under 
agreement with that district to provide staff, payroll services, office space, and other 
administrative functions (See Appendix D for the Organizational Chart). 

 

MRCOG is designated under federal regulations as the Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) for the Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area (AMPA) which is a Transportation 
Management Area (TMA) as well. In addition, under state law MRCOG is designated as the 
Rural Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO) for Torrance County, portions of Sandoval 
County and the southwest corner of Santa Fe County that includes the Town of Edgewood. 
Work tasks and responsibilities with respect to transportation planning are detailed in the Unified 
Planning Work Program for the MPO and the Regional Work Program for the RTPO. 

 
Governance, Boards, and Committees 
MRCOG is governed by the MRCOG Board of Directors. The Board is composed of locally 
elected officials. Member agencies may select senior staff members to serve as alternates. 

 
The Mid-Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MRMPO) is governed by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Board (MTB) which is composed of elected officials and agency representatives 
from within the Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area as well as representatives from the 
New Mexico Department of Transportation. Membership, officers and voting procedures are in 
accordance with the Bylaws adopted by the MTB. Standing and ad hoc committees provide the 
MTB with guidance on matters related to funding, congestion management, bicycle and 
pedestrian issues, intelligent transportation systems, freight, roadway access management, and 
other specific matters related to transportation planning. 

 

The Mid-Region Rural Transportation Planning Organization (MRRTPO) is governed by the 
RTPO Committee which is also composed of elected officials and agency representatives from 
within the rural planning area as well as the New Mexico Department of Transportation. 
Membership, officers and voting procedures are in accordance with the Bylaws adopted by the 
RTPO Committee. 

 
Title VI Coordinator Responsibilities: 
The Title VI Coordinator is responsible for the development and implementation of the Title VI 
plan. The Coordinator must also ensure that all entities of the MRMPO/RTPO are compliant with 
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Title VI requirements. The Title VI Coordinator is also responsible for: 
 

¶ Submitting a Title VI plan and updates when there are changes in procedure, 
organizational structure, or complaints, to the NMDOT Title VI Coordinator. Submitting a 
Title VI plan every three years and an annual update to the NMDOT Title VI Coordinator. 
The annual updates should include, but are not limited to, any changes in procedure and 
organizational structure. If there are no changes, correspondence should be submitted 
stating there are no changes. All Title VI complaints should be reported to the NMDOT 
Title VI Coordinator as they occur, as well as in the annual report. Annual updates are 
due by October 1. 

¶ Developing procedures for receiving, processing, investigating and reporting Title VI 
complaints. 

¶ Maintaining a Title VI complaint log so that three years of complaints are documented. 

¶ Developing procedures for the collection and analysis of statistical data. 

¶ Developing a program to conduct Title VI reviews or program areas. 

¶ Conducting annual assessments of identified Title VI program areas. 

¶ Developing Title VI information for dissemination. 

¶ Establishing procedures for resolving deficiency status and reducing to writing the 
remedial action agreed to be necessary. 

 
 

V. Primary Program Area & Review Procedures 
 

The Mid-Region Council of Governments engages in the following program areas: 
 

Program Area 1: Communications and Public Involvement 
The Communications & Public Involvement Program Area applies to and affects the 
agency work program as a whole, particularly agency efforts and responsibilities related to the 
Planning & Programming and Transit Grant Administration Program Areas. It has been treated 
as a separate program area for the purposes of clarity, and corresponding to agency 
organization. See Appendix A for the agencyôs adopted Public Participation Procedures. 
The goal of MRCOGôs communications and public involvement program is to ensure early and 
continuous public notification about, and participation in, major actions and decisions by 
MRCOG. In seeking public comment and review, MRCOG makes a concerted effort to reach all 
segments of the population, including people from minority and low-income communities, and 
organizations representing these and other protected classes. As stated in the adopted Public 
Participation Procedures, ñexplicit consideration is given to all comments received by MRCOG 
staff.ò 

 

Operational Guidelines 

¶ MRCOGôs Public Participation Procedures 

¶ MRCOGôs Improving Access for People with Limited English Proficiency 
Principles of MRCOGôs Communications & Public Participation Program 

¶ It is essential that the public participation process is open and accessible to everyone. 

¶ Major public policy decisions may have significant impacts on various individuals and/or 
groups of people. 

¶ Professionals should solicit and consider ideas and alternatives from all interested 
members of the public. 

¶ Decisions should be based on consideration of all input, ideas and comments. 

¶ The decision-making process should be open, objective, and consider all viewpoints. 

¶ Staff will ensure that all relevant information necessary for an informed decision is 
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consider in the development of any recommendation. 

¶ Whenever possible staff should communicate directly with an organization or group 
rather than just the group's representative. 

¶ Public notices should be clear, concise and convey all relevant information in a timely 
manner and should be disseminated using a variety of communication methods. 

 

Elements of MRCOGôs Communications & Public Participation Program 

¶ Website ï MRCOG maintains an extensive website www.mrcog-nm.gov, which is 
updated almost daily. The site includes information on agencyôs responsibilities, 
programs, publications, press releases; contact information for all MRCOG staff; a 
search function; the Title VI Plan, complaint procedures, and complaint form; and a 
comment form so visitors may comment directly to MRCOG on any subject. There is 
also a Public Participation page to encourage people to participate by signing up to 
receive the agencyôs TravelTimes newsletter, attending meetings, requesting a speaker, 
or contacting the Information Center for copies of plans, reports, or other information. 

¶ Information Center (front desk) ï MRCOG offices are open five days per week. MRCOG 
staff will provide documents for public review and copies for dissemination (some with a 
fee to cover photocopy costs). Every document that MRCOG produces contains contact 
information for that product. MRCOG staff routinely answers questions and responds to 
requests for information from residents, businesses, and agency staff from cities, tribal 
governments, towns, villages, and organizations throughout New Mexico. 

¶ Publications ï Each year, MRCOG issues a multitude of publications, reports, and maps 
as part of the agencyôs work program, and responds to and processes a large number of 
data requests. The information is used by planning and public works departments 
throughout the region, and can be accessed through the website and at MRCOG offices. 

¶ Press releases ï Press releases are routinely sent to several media contacts, including 
local print reporters, television stations and radio stations throughout Central New 
Mexico. These include several Spanish-language media outlets. All press releases 
include the abbreviated Title VI Notice to the public and contact information for agency 
staff. 

¶ Meetings open to the public ï All MRCOG board and committee meetings are open to 
the public (except for topics meeting the closed session criteria of the Open Meetings 
Act). Time for public comment is allowed at all meetings. Meeting dates and times are 
posted at least 72 hours in advance on the agencyôs website and in the TravelTimes 
newsletter. All meeting agendas contain the following statement ñAnyone requiring 
special accommodations is requested to notify the MRCOG at 505-247-1750 or email 
[the meeting contact] seven days prior to the meeting.ò 

¶ Opportunities for public comment ï MRCOG routinely provides opportunities for public 
comment, and continues to work to find new and innovative ways to solicit public 
comments and involve all segments of the population in New Mexicoôs Mid-Region. 
Comments are accepted by phone, fax, email, U.S. mail, and in person. Postage paid 
comment forms are provided at major public meetings and upon request. MRCOG 
responds to all comments received. See the Public Participation Procedures attached 
as Appendix A for details. 

¶ Staff is accessible ï Staff is accessible in person, on the phone, by mail, by fax, by 
email, or by online comment forms. Contact information for all staff is provided on the 
agencyôs website. 

¶ Mailings ï MRCOG routinely uses direct mail and/or email to keep the public informed of 
the agencyôs programs, public comment periods, meetings, and publications. 

¶ Events ï Events such as workshops, open houses, and forums are held as needed. 

http://www.mrcog-nm.gov/
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Contacts Database, TravelTimes, and Regional Planning Newsletter 

MRCOG maintains a comprehensive mailing list that is used to keep the public informed of the agency 
and its ongoing activities. TravelTimes, the MRCOGôs monthly newsletter, is distributed to households, 
organizations, citizen groups, neighborhood associations, and businesses throughout the Mid-Region 
of New Mexico. The newsletter contains news about current transportation planning events, national 
news and links, opportunities for participation in the transportation planning process and notices of 
upcoming meetings and workshops. 

 
MRRTPO also maintains a newsletter, the Regional Planning Newsletter, to showcase projects, 
share programs, and distribute resources to aid in local planning activities for the communities 
participating in the MRRTPO. The newsletter includes important and relevant RTPO content. 

 
Opportunities for Public Comments 

 

MRCOG routinely offers four different ways for people to comment on activities, programs, and 
decisions made at the agency, as follows: 

 

¶ Comments are accepted at any time ï Comments are accepted via an online comment 
form, by phone, fax, email, U.S. mail, and in person at any board or committee meeting. 
Contact information for all staff is provided on the agency website. MRCOG's address 
and front desk telephone and fax number is included in every publication produced by 
MRCOG. MRCOG responds to all comments appropriately. 

¶ Citizen comments at agency meetings ï All MRCOG board and committee meetings are 
open to the public (except for topics meeting the closed session criteria of the Open 
Meetings Act). MRCOG generally holds at least 50 of these meetings per year. The 
meeting dates are posted at least 72 hours in advance on the agencyôs web site, and in 
the monthly TravelTimes or Regional Planning newsletters. Time for public comments is 
included on meeting agendas. No advance notice is required to speak during the public 
comment period at any meeting. Public comments and responses made during these 
times are kept on record in the official meeting summaries. All of the boards and 
committees maintain mailing lists; anyone can request to be added to a board or 
committee mailing list. MRCOG uses voluntary attendance forms at agency meetings 
open to the public to collect statistical data on meeting attendees to meet federal 
guidance designed to help track representation of all segments of the population. 

 

Formal public comment periods for major activities ï Formal public comment and review periods 
are used to solicit comments on major planning and programming activities, such as, for 
example, the proposed distribution of funds, major amendments to the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP), changes to important MRCOG policies (such as the Public 
Participation Procedures), and major updates to the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP). 
Generally, all documents for public review and comment are posted on the website and may be 
obtained at MRCOG office. The comment period is highlighted in the TravelTimes newsletter, in 
other agency publications, and on the home page of the website, and press releases are 
distributed throughout the region. Comments can be made in person at any MRCOG meeting, 
using a comment form on the agencyôs website, by email, by U.S. mail, fax, or telephone. 
MRCOG responds to all comments as deemed appropriate and forwards comments to other 
agencies for their response when appropriate. All comments received throughout the comment 
period are distributed, with the comment response, to the appropriate board or committee and 
are reviewed and considered prior to action. 

 
Public Hearings ï MRCOG holds public hearings during major updates to the regionôs 
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adopted Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP, the Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP), and the Public Participation Procedures. Please refer to MRCOGôs Public Participation 
Procedures (Appendix A) for further information, including how the term ñmajor updatesò is 
applied. 

 

Program Area 2: Planning & Programming 
 

MRCOG is responsible for developing long-range and short-range transportation plans to 
provide efficient transportation services to the Mid-Region of New Mexico. A comprehensive 
transportation planning process is used, which entails the monitoring and collection of data 
related to transportation issues. MRCOG coordinates with NMDOT, cities, counties, tribal 
governments, and transportation providers, seeks public involvement, and provides technical 
support when needed. [Refer to ñProgram Area 1: Communications & Public Involvementò for a 
description of how interaction with the public is handled.] 

 

Operational Guidelines: 
 

Primary guidance is provided by: 

¶ Federal Regulations 23 CFR 450 

¶ MRCOG Articles of Agreement 

¶ By-Laws of the Metropolitan Transportation Board 

¶ Bylaws of the Mid-Region RTPO 

¶ Memorandum of Agreement Between the New Mexico Department of Transportation 

¶ and the Mid-Region Council of Governments, Metropolitan Planning Organization 

¶ (Master Agreement) 

¶ Federal transportation acts such as SAFETEA-LU or adopted federal regulations 

¶ State and Federal Clean Air Acts and Amendments 
 

Key Planning and Programming Activities 
 

The MRMPO branch of MRCOG is mandated by state and federal law to maintain the 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), the regionôs adopted, long-range plan, and the 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), a six-year program of federally funded and 
regionally significant projects in the region. The MRRTPO maintains long-range plans for rural 
areas and the Rural Transportation Improvement Program Recommendation (RTIPR). 
MRCOG conducts and supports numerous state and federal planning, compliance, and 
certification programs, which enable counties, cities, tribal governments, transit agencies, and 
NMDOT to obtain state and federal funding. MRCOG also develops and advances a 
comprehensive economic development strategy, which is integrated with regional land use and 
transportation planning. The agency provides forecasts of population, housing, economic, and 
transportation trends that provide the basis for addressing current issues and exploring future 
needs and options that could benefit the region. MRCOG serves as a center for the collection, 
analysis, and dissemination of information vital to residents and governments in the region. The 
Articles of the Agreement of the MRCOG establishes the agencyôs transportation, database, 
forum, and technical assistance responsibilities. The agreement highlights the following 
functions: 

¶ Fulfill MPO responsibilities for the Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area, develop a 
regional transportation plan, review and approve expenditures of federal transportation 
funds, and identify short-range transportation system development needs and financial 
strategies. 

¶ Fulfill RTPO requirements prescribed by state law for portions of counties outside the 
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AMPA; ensure that regional transportation and land-use plans are integrated; and 
ensure that state, regional, and local transportation plans are consistent. 

¶ Maintain the MTP as the regionôs adopted transportation strategy, and prepare 
multicounty planning policies for the region. 

¶ Develop and maintain a regional database, and forecast and monitor economic, 
demographic, and travel conditions in the region as the foundation for local and regional 
planning. 

¶ Provide technical assistance to local governments, to state and federal governments, 
and to business and community organizations. 

¶ Provide a forum for the discussion of emerging regional issues. 

 
Major Programs of MRCOG 

 

Å Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) -- Provide the long-range regional investment 
strategies to implement transit, roadway, and freight mobility; and non-motorized 
transportation; with consideration for the environment and air quality. Address full-cost 
planning, major investment studies, and discussions regarding how to finance 
transportation improvements. 
Å Long Range Rural Transportation Planning - Develop long range regional investment 
strategies for all modes of transportation in the MRCOG area outside the Albuquerque 
Metropolitan Planning Area. 
Å Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) ï Maintain a TIP that incorporates all 
projects using federal funds, including funds managed by MRCOG and the state and all 
regionally significant projects, regardless of funding source; conduct ongoing analyses 
related to plan consistency, air quality, and financing; and provide training and 
assistance to agencies in the region. The TIP is incorporated without change into the 
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 
Å Rural Transportation Improvement Program Recommendation (RTIPR) - Develop 
an RTIPR which recommends to NMDOT a list of projects to receive funding. The 
RTIPR is developed in conjunction with NMDOT's development of the STIP. 
Å Congestion Management Process (CMP) ï Develop the Congestion Management 
Process required by federal transportation law to monitor existing transportation system 
performance problems and identify potential solutions to guide decisions on use of 
federal transportation funds. 
Å Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) ï Maintain the Regional ITS Architecture, 
develop GIS strategies to track ITS investments and deployments, and coordinate ITS 
activities in order to maximize the investments being made. 
Å Policy, Plan, and Project Review ï Ensure that local, regional, and state planning 
efforts are compatible and mutually reinforcing, and work with local governments, tribal 
governments, countywide growth management planning groups, and state agencies in 
the review of policies, plans, and projects for consistency with state and regional 
planning goals. 
Å Technical Services and Regional System Data ï Provide demographic, economic, 
travel, traffic count data, and geographic data to member jurisdictions, other agencies, 
businesses, and the public; assist in planning activities of member jurisdictions; collect, 
analyze, maintain, and improve data; and identify, monitor, and forecast trends. 
Å Public Participation ï Develop and provide information materials on agency activities 
and services. Assist agency staff in reaching out to, involving, and meeting the needs of 
MRCOG members, other agencies, businesses, community organizations, and the 
public. 
Å Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) - Develop a document which describes the 
work tasks to be completed in the one- or two-year period and how federal funds will be 
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utilized for transportation planning purposes 
Å RTPO Work Program - Develop a similar document to the UPWP which applies to the 
rural planning area. 

 

VI. Title VI Complaint Procedures 
 

The MRMPO/RTPO specifies the procedures for investigating and tracking Title VI complaints 
filed with the Mid-Region Council of Governments. Below are the complaint procedures as 
posted on the MRMPO/RTPO website (www.MRCOG-nm.gov) and which are also available 
upon request. 

 

The Mid Region Council of Governments is committed to ensuring that all residents have equal 
access to all transportation services. It is further the intent of the Mid Region Council of 
Governments that all residents are aware of their rights to such access. Any person believing he 
or she has been excluded from, denied participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise has 
been subjected to discrimination under any transportation service, program or activity (whether 
Federally-funded or not) due to that personôs race, color, national origin, gender age, disability, 
economic status, or limited English proficiency has the right to file a complaint. 

 
The complaint procedures cover the following: 

 

¶ Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

¶ Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

¶ Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1973 

¶ Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 

¶ Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

¶ Executive Order 12898 

¶ Executive Order 13166 

 
An individual, group of individuals or entity may file a formal Title VI complaint. Complaints must 
be submitted to the NMDOT Title VI Coordinator in writing, signed and dated, within 180 days of 
the alleged discriminatory act (or latest occurrence). The complaint should include the following 
information: 

 

¶ Name, mailing address, and how to contact you (i.e., telephone number, email 
address, etc.) 

¶ How, when, where and why you believe you were discriminated against, to include 
the location, names and contact information of any witnesses. 

¶ Other information that you deem significant. 

 
The Mid-Region Council of Governments Complaint Form shown in Appendix B is utilized by 
persons who wish to file a Title VI complaint. The form, complaint procedures, as well as a link 
to the FTA Civil Rights website, are provided on the agencyôs website. The complaint should be 
submitted to the following address: 

 
 

Sandra Gaiser, Title VI Coordinator 
Mid-Region Council of Governments 

809 Copper NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
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The MRMPO/RTPO encourages all complainants to certify mail that is sent through the U.S. 
Postal Service to ensure that all written correspondence can be tracked easily. An original, 
signed copy of the complaint must be received by the Title VI Coordinator as soon as possible, 
but no later than one hundred eighty (180) business days from the alleged date of 
discrimination. 

 

Title VI complaints must be investigated within 60 days. Investigating a complaint includes 
interviewing all parties involved and key witnesses. The investigator may also require relevant 
information. MRMPO/RTPO may specify if there is a particular individual(s) that MRMPO/RTPO 
should not investigate the complaint due to conflict of interest or other reasons. 

 

Title VI complaints may be forwarded to either NMDOT or FHWA for investigation. If the 
complaint is forwarded to one of these agencies, MRMPO/RTPO will provide the name and 
contact information for the person handling the Title VI complaint to the complainant. 

 
Federal law prohibits retaliation against individuals because they have filed a discrimination 
complaint or otherwise participated in a discrimination investigation. Any alleged retaliation 
should be reported in writing to the investigator. 

Title VI complaints may also be filed directly with the following agencies as stated above: 

New Mexico Department of Transportation 
Construction and Civil Rights Bureau 
Attn. Title VI Coordinator 
1570 Pacheco St. Suite A-10 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Phone: (505) 470-9668 

 

or 
 

Federal Highway Administration, New Mexico 
Attn. Civil Rights Coordinator 
4001 Office Court Dr. Suite 801 
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
Phone: (505) 820-2021 

 
 

What happens to the complaint after it is submitted? 
 

All written complaints alleging discrimination based on race, color or national origin in a service 
or benefit provided by the MRMPO/RTPO will be directly addressed by the Title VI Coordinator 
in writing. The MRMPO/RTPO will provide, to the maximum extent feasible, appropriate 
assistance to complainants, including assistance to those persons with disabilities, or to those 
who are limited in their ability to communicate in English. Additionally, the MRMPO/RTPO will 
make every effort to address all complaints in an expeditious and thorough manner as described 
below. 

 

A Letter Acknowledging Receipt of Complaint will be mailed within seven (7) business days of 
receipt of the complaint, a representation of which is presented in Appendix B. At this time, the 
Title VI Coordinator will conduct a preliminary investigation into the complaint through follow up 
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written interviews with parties involved. Written documentation of the preliminary investigation 
will be maintained on file in the Title VI Coordinatorôs office. 

 
The MRMPO/RTPO may request additional information from the complainant in the Letter 
Acknowledging Receipt of Complaint. A complainantôs failure to provide the requested 
information may result in the administrative closure of the complaint and no further action will be 
required by the MRMPO/RTPO. 

 

How will the complainant be notified of the outcome of the complaint? 
 

The MRMPO/RTPO will send a Written Response to the complainant as to whether the 
complaint is not substantiated or the complaint is substantiated. The MRMPO/RTPOôs Title VI 
Coordinator will make every effort to send a Written Response to the complainant within ninety 
(90) business days of receipt of the complaint. 

 

As presented in Exhibit C Written Response - Complaint Not Substantiated, the complainant will 
be advised of his or her right to 1) appeal within seven (7) business days of receipt of the 
Written Response and 2) within 180 days of the alleged discrimination, file a complaint 
externally with the Federal Transit Administration of the U.S. Department of Transportation. The 
complainant has the right to appeal the Written Response. Appeals in this instance must be 
submitted to the Title VI Coordinator in writing and must include new information not previously 
considered in the original complaint. Contingent upon the specifics related to the complaint, 
appeal investigations may include further findings of fact, a hearing or other appropriate 
mechanism, which will result in a final written determination rendered, if feasible, within ninety 
(90) business days of receipt of the appeal request. 

 

In the case where the complaint is substantiated, the Written Response will indicate that 
remedial efforts are being developed and implemented in order to mitigate disparate treatment. 
The complainant will be notified in a manner similar to that which is presented in Exhibit # 
Complaint Substantiated, conceivably within ninety (90) business days of receipt of the appeal 
request. 

 

The Mid Region Council of Governments (MRMPO/RTPO) hereby confirms that there have not 
been any Title VI investigations, complaints or lawsuits filed with the MRMPO/RTPO. In the 
event that Title VI filings do occur, the MRMPO/RTPO is prepared to maintain a list of any active 
investigations, lawsuits or complaints alleging discrimination on the basis of race, color, or 
national origin. The list will include the date of the investigation, lawsuit or complaint was filed; a 
summary of allegation(s); the status of the investigation, lawsuit or complaint; and actions taken 
by the MRMPO/RTPO in response to the investigation, lawsuit or complaint. 

 
VII. Title VI Program Management Procedures 

 

As a requirement of Title VI, the MRMPO/RTPO continually engages the public in its planning 
and decision-making processes, as well as its marketing and community outreach activities. 
Since its inception to the present time, the public routinely has been invited by the 
MRMPO/RTPO to participate in a wide variety of public outreach activities, including but not 
limited to: 

 

Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). The Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area (AMPA) 
TIP is a six-year planning document that encompasses all federally funded or regionally 
significant transportation projects and programs including those related to federal, state and 
local highways, transit, ridesharing, bike paths, and pedestrian facilities. All MRMPO/RTPO 
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federally funded projects are subjected to the TIP process, which includes rigorous vetting 
through a process comprised of a well-established schedule for public hearings and public 
comment periods. MRCOGôs Metropolitan Transportation Board approves the TIP and all TIP 
amendments. One of the criteria used to identify projects to receive funds includes how 
well the project provides access for transportation users identified in the Presidentôs 
Order for Environmental Justice. The sponsors of all projects programmed in the TIP 
are required to comply with Title VI, the Americans with Disabilities Act and other 
applicable federal and state laws and regulations. 

 

FTA Grant Application Process. As a part of the FTA grant application process, the 
MRMPO/RTPO makes every attempt to publish its annual Program of Projects (POP) in English 
and Spanish speaking newsprint which provides another avenue for beneficiary notification and 
bilingual outreach. This effort also enhances the MRMPO/RTPOôs ability to reach out to persons 
with limited English abilities and therefore, further strengthens the LEP Plan. 

 

Board Meetings. The MRMPO/RTPO Board holds monthly meetings of which the public is 
invited to attend via notices posted on the MRMPO/RTPOôs website and published in local 
newspapers. 

 
Public Meetings. When new or revised service is proposed, information is disseminated to the 
affected users, all revisions are posted on the MRMPO/RTPOôs website, notifications are sent to 
email users, and public meetings, if required, are scheduled in advance. All such revisions 
require presentations to the MRMPO/RTPO Board for formal adoption, which provides another 
avenue to inform the public. 

 

Smart Business Partnership Program. The MRMPO/RTPO utilizes the Smart Business 
Partnership Program to reach out to businesses in order to enhance employee participation in 
MRMPO/RTPO programs and services. This outreach effort is ongoing and widespread 
throughout the four counties constituting the MRMPO/RTPOôs planning area. MRMPO/RTPO 
staff work with employer coordinators in disseminating information and collecting data about 
employee commute habits. For this purpose, employee surveys are offered in English and 
Spanish in order to assist individuals with limited English abilities. 

 
Information Displays, Booths, Fairs. Marketing staff regularly schedule opportunities to interact 
with the general public to provide information about transit services throughout the community. 
That effort includes the dissemination of schedules and other informational items about transit 
services, some of which are offered in English and Spanish versions. 

 

Bilingual Outreach. As an important element of the MRMPO/RTPOôs LEP Plan, MRMPO/RTPO 
has staff available to readily provide responses in Spanish to transit service inquiries. Many 
transit schedules include Spanish translations. Bilingual translation assistance is utilized in 
outreach programs, and if requested, offered during program and public meetings. Notices are 
provided in both Spanish and English in newsprint, on facilities, and in vehicles. The 
MRMPO/RTPO takes a comprehensive approach to its bilingual outreach efforts. 
 
VIII. Title VI Related Training 

 

The Mid-Region Council of Governments Title VI Coordinator shall ensure that staff is trained 
and familiar with MRMPO/RTPO related policies and procedures. 

 
Minorities, women, veterans, individuals with a disability, and other individuals protected by Title 
VI and federal and state anti-discrimination laws are provided with equal opportunity and fair 
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treatment in all employment-related decisions, including opportunities for education and training.
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Operational Guidelines: 

¶ MRCOG Employee Handbook 

¶ MRCOG Affirmative Action Plan 
 

All MRCOG employees are encouraged to participate in professional development and training. 
All materials received by the agency on training and education opportunities are made available 
to all employees, which includes all information on federally funded training, such as courses 
provided by the National Highway Institute (NHI), the National Transit Institute (NTI), the 
Transportation Research Board (TRB) and others. 

 
The Human Resources Manager is responsible for evaluating and monitoring compliance with 
Title VI requirements in all aspects of the education and training program. NMDOT along with 
other agencies provide information on training opportunities open to MRCOG staff and 
subrecipients. They will: 

¶ Assist NMDOT in the distribution of information to MRCOG staff on training 
programs regarding Title VI and related statutes. 

¶ Ensure equal access to, and participation in, applicable courses for qualified 
MRCOG employees 

¶ Track staff participation in Title VI, NHI, NTI and TRB courses. 

 

IX. Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Plan 
 

Executive Order 13166, titled Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English 
Proficiency, indicates that differing treatment based upon a personôs inability to speak, read, 
write, or understand English is a type of national origin discrimination. Any agency receiving 
federal funds needs to develop a Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Plan. 

 
As specified in 70FR74087, Department of Transportation Policy Guidance 
Concerning Recipientsô Responsibilities to Limited English Proficient (LEP) Persons, an 
assessment of the need for language assistance is based upon the following four factors: 

 

1. The number or proportion of LEP persons served or encountered by the service 
2. The frequency with which LEP individuals come into contact with the service 
3. The nature and importance of the program, service or activity 
4. The resources available to the recipient and the costs associated with outreach 

 
Any initiative or action to provide meaningful access to LEP persons is grounded on what is 
necessary and reasonable as a result of this four-factor analysis. The table presented in 
Appendix C provides the demographic data from the 2013-2017 American Community Survey, 
table B16001 that serves as the basis for the required four factor analysis. 

 
1. Number or Proportion of LEP Individuals 

 
In the MRMPOôs Albuquerque Metro Planning Area, approximately 7.4% of the population over 
the age of 5, and in the RTPO, 4.6% of the population are individuals with Limited English 
Proficiency (defined as those who speak English ñnot wellòò or ñnot at allò). The majority of LEP 
individuals in the AMPA (51,391 out of 61,552 or 83.5%) speak Spanish. Spanish-speakers are 
the majority of the LEP population in the RTPO Planning Areas as well (67.3% of the LEP 
population, or 1,004 of 1,492 individuals). 
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2. Frequency of Contact with the Program: 
 

MRCOG uses extensive postal and electronic mailing lists to disseminate information and give 
notice for public comment opportunities. Both mailing lists include hundreds of community 
members of Title VI protected groups throughout the region. MRCOG also sends press releases 
to newspapers that are published by and for Title VI protected groups. 

 
In regular public outreach events, there are LEP persons who interact with MRMPO/RTPO staff. 
Within the combined MRCOG planning areaôs recognized LEP population, the following 
language groups are the largest: 

 

¶ Spanish: 6.1 percent or 52,395 individuals 

¶ Other and unspecified language: 0.3% or 2,716 individuals 

¶ Vietnamese: 0.25 percent or 2,179 individuals 

 

Based on information above, the population of persons with limited English proficiency 
MRMPO/RTPO staff are most likely to encounter are Spanish-speaking individuals, and to a 
lesser extent, speakers of Native North American languages (the ñotherò category second-most 
present in the last ACS 5-year survey) or in certain census tract areas, native speakers of 
Vietnamese. 

 
In addition to an analysis of demographic data, the MRMPO/RTPO staff indicates that Spanish- 
only speakers on occasion call requesting information. As detailed in the Summary of Outreach 
Efforts / Engaging Underserved Populations, in the instance where one of the MRMPO/RTPO 
staff members do not have translation capabilities, a well-defined process has been established 
so that translation services are provided in an equitable way. 

 

3. Nature and Importance of LEP Program: 
 

MRCOG routinely assesses the need for providing information in languages other than English. 
MRCOG also evaluates the effectiveness of all communications and public involvement efforts 
and makes appropriate adjustments to its communication strategy. MRCOG also keeps a list of 
potential interpreters in the event that a need for translation services has been identified or 
requested; this includes interpreters for American Sign Language. 

 
4. Resources Available: 

A well-integrated LEP Plan is warranted for MRMPO/RTPO, particularly at planning meetings 
located within LEP-concentrated areas. Due to the long-standing composition of minority and 
LEP populations throughout the planning area, the MRMPO/RTPO anticipates that it will 
continue to have sufficient resources available to meet this need. 

 
The MRMPO/MRTPO have translated sections of the Title XI plan into Spanish and have 
Spanish speaking contact information on the website. Major questionnaires/surveys, such as the 
MTP Public questionnaire and household travel survey, are available in Spanish. Comment 
sheets are available at public meetings and community outreach events that have been 
translated into Spanish as well as some promotional materials for upcoming meetings. 
Whenever public meetings are advertised, it is stated that people needing special assistance, 
including translation, can request it in advance of the meeting. 

 
 

X. External Communication (Notification to Public Beneficiaries) 
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Title VI information is prominently and publicly displayed in Mid-Region Council of Governments 
facilities on the agencyôs website (www.mrcog-nm.gov). Such notices specify that the Mid- 
Region Council of Governments operates a Title VI Program without regard to race, color, or 
national origin; describe how to request additional information about the Title VI Program; and 
explain how to file a discrimination complaint. 

 

XI. Notice of Rights 
 

Your Rights Against Discrimination Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
 

Mid-Region Council of Governments operates its programs and services without regard to race, 
color, national origin, sex, age, and disability. Anyone who believes they have been excluded 
from participation in, denied benefits of, or otherwise subjected to discrimination under any 
MRMPO/RTPO program or activity because of their race, color, national origin, age, sex, or 
disability may file a discrimination complaint with MRMPO/RTPO or the New Mexico Department 
of Transportation. 

To file a Title VI discrimination complaint, please contact: 

Attn: Sandra Gaiser, Title VI Coordinator 
Mid-Region Council of Governments 
809 Copper Ave NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
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MID-REGION METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCEDURES 
 

2018 
 

Mid-Region Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Mid-Region Council of Governments 

809 Copper Av NW, Albuquerque, NM 87102 
www.mrcog-nm.gov 

http://www.mrcog-nm.gov/
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V Send by mail to: MRMPO, 809 Copper Avenue NW, Albuquerque, NM 87102 

V Email: mrcog@mrcog-nm.gov (for general transportation comments); 

mtpcomments@mrcog-nm.gov (for MTP-related comments); and 

tipcomments@mrcog-nm.gov (for TIP-related comments) 

V Call: (505) 247-1750; fax: (505) 247-1753 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This document was funded in part through grants from the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration, U.S. Department 
of Transportation. The views and opinions of the authors or agency expressed herein do not necessarily reflect those of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. Mid-Region Metropolitan Planning Organization and the Mid-Region Council of Governments fully complies with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. For more information or to obtain a Title VI Complaint 
Form, please contact the MRCOG Title VI Coordinator at (505) 247-1750-tel. or email mrcog@mrcog-nm.gov or fax (505) 247-1753 or visit our 
website at www.mrcog-nm.gov.

mailto:mrcog@mrcog-nm.gov
mailto:mtpcomments@mrcog-nm.gov
mailto:mtpcomments@mrcog-nm.gov
mailto:tipcomments@mrcog-nm.gov
mailto:tipcomments@mrcog-nm.gov
mailto:mrcog@mrcog-nm.gov
http://www.mrcog-nm.gov/


28 | P a g e  

 

 

 

Table of Contents 
 
 

 
Introduction  2 

MRMPO Outreach Methods, Strategies, and Techniques 3 

Major Products of the Transportation Planning Process and Outreach 7 

MRMPO Public Participation Guidelines  11 

Opportunties  to Participate  18 

Appendix 

Appendix A: Overview of the Metropolitan  Planning Process 20 

Appendix B: Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23,  Section 450.316 22 

Appendix C: MRMPO Committees 24 

Appendix D: Public Participation Benchmarks 26 

Appendix E: Abbreviations Used in this Document 27 



29 | P a g e  

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

This document establishes the public participation procedures used by the Mid-Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MRMPO) for developing the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) as well as other planning products and documents for the 
Albuquerque Metropolitan PlaƴƴƛƴƎ !ǊŜŀ ό!at!ύΦ Lǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ awathΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 
and also provides information about how interested parties can participate in the regional long-range 
transportation planning process. The document provides an overview of the metropolitan 
transportation planning process (see Appendix A), a description of the outreach methods, strategies, 
and techniques used by MRMPO, the public participation guidelines MRMPO follows, and the ways in 
which the public and stakeholders can participate in the planning process. 

The Public Participation 
Procedures document has been 
updated to include new methods, 
approaches, and techniques that 
will be used by MRMPO for 
outreach purposes going forward, 
which are guided by an overall 
approach that favors going to 
where people are rather than 
asking them to come to us to hear 
their thoughts. The new approach 
also emphasizes increasing efforts 
to reach underrepresented groups, 
increasing overall engagement 
through the use of new methods, 
and focusing more on gathering 
feedback rather than presenting information. 

Participation plans for specific products are sometimes produced, for example, for MTPs. Such plans 
and outreach activities will adhere to the procedures described in this document. Federal 
requirements for metropolitan transportation planning, including for participation by interested 
ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƭŀǿΣ ǘƘŜ CƛȄƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act and codified in Title 23 Part 134 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
(23 CFR 134). The FAST Act mandates that the public participation programs of metropolitan planning 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ άΧǇǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŎƻƳǇlete information, 
timely public notice, full public access to key decisions, and supports early and continuing 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ό¢LtǎύΦέ 
Methods and procedures described in the Public Participation Procedures (PPP) document adhere to 
ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜǎ awathΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ tǳōƭƛŎ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ 
Procedures document. 
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awathΩǎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ bŜǿ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Dƻŀƭǎ 

MRMPO has an overarching goal of providing effective outreach to engage as many members of the 

public and stakeholders as possible, putting particular focus on reaching out to populations 

underrepresented in the planning process (e.g., low-income, minority, and young adults). To help 

accomplish the goal, MRMPO continually assesses and refines its outreach approach and methods as 

ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ awathΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

new methods, to increase efforts to reach underrepresented groups, and to put more effort to going 

where people are as opposed 

to having them come to 

where we are. MRMPO strives 

to provide clear and thorough 

information to the public, to 

solicit as much feedback and 

comment from the broadest 

cross-section of the public 

possible, and to increase 

awareness of MRMPO as the 

coordinating body for the 

regional long range 

transportation planning 

process that must be 

continual, comprehensive, 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ όǘƘŜ άо/ 

tǊƻŎŜǎǎέύΦ 

Actively listening to participants in the transportation planning process is a priority of the organization. 

Lƴ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ awathΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ presenting information to gathering information, 

opinions, thoughts and ideas from the public, agency members, and stakeholders, and integrating that 

feedback where possible. 

 

 

II. MRMPO OUTREACH METHODS, STRATEGIES, AND TECHINQUES 

MRMPO endeavors to attract as much participation in the transportation planning process as 
possible. In addition to the activities described above, MRMPO continually refines its outreach 
approach and methods. For the upcoming MTP update (Connections 2040), the organization will try 
new outreach methods and assess their effectiveness and refine approaches as necessary. New 
methods MRMPO anticipates using include: greater use of email notifications and distribution of 
information to community, government and professional networks; hosting fewer formal public 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΤ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛng the visibility and awareness of the MTP by attending community 
events and setting up tables at popular community locations (e.g., grocery stores) to distribute 
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information and/or gather feedback; greater use of online surveys and opportunities to comment 
through the use of social media and/or new technology and online forums; hosting meetings that are 
more focused on obtaining feedback rather than providing information; and using videos to reach a 
broader audience. MRMPO will provide more systematic summaries of information obtained from 
outreach activities to let participants know they were heard and that their input was integrated where 
possible. 

The following section describes the methods, strategies, and techniques MRMPO may employ to 

achieve its outreach objectives. 

Methods 

MRMPO may use the following methods to obtain feedback from the public and stakeholders: 

Formal Public Meetings 

¶ Public Meetings ς These meetings provide formal public input opportunities on issues of 
regional interest. In accordance with state law, MRMPO publishes notices advertising public 
meetings in the local newspaper and on its website. MRMPO may also issue news releases 
and use other advertising methods such as ads in print, radio, and/or social media, email 
άōƭŀǎǘǎΣέ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛng/advertising at community events, or posting information about the 
meetings on other organization and member agency websites and social media pages and 
newsletters to promote participationat public meetings. 

 

¶ Committee Meetings ς MTB and TCC meetings are always open to the public and allow for public 
comment. Committee meetings are listed on the MRCOG website, advertised in the newspaper, 
ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ awathΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aw/hD ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ at 809 Copper 
Avenue NW, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87102. The building is ADA compliant and is accessible 
via several major transit routes. 
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Surveys 

Online and in-person surveys have been used to inform previous Metropolitan Transportation Plans. 

Surveys are one technique by which entire populations, rather than vocal minorities, can present their 

viewpoint. 

Online surveys are a low-cost approach to gather opinions from a broad cross-section of the 

population, though care must be taken to ensure that the population responding to the survey 

matches the population being surveyed. If this is not the case, this should be noted. 

At public meetings, mini-surveys are sometimes used to gather the sentiment of the assembled group. 

Survey results can be compared to other groups that have taken the survey and the entirety of 

respondents more generally. Results may also be aggregated for all respondents. This has proved a 

useful way of making public meetings more engaging and ensuring feedback is received by as many 

participants as possible. MRMPO has electronƛŎ άǾƻǘƛƴƎ ŎƭƛŎƪŜǊǎέ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ 

Workshops 

Workshops can include meetings or a series of 
meetings designed to shareinformation on a topic 
of regional interest or importance and gather 
ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΦ awathΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ 
can provide technical assistance to local 
communities, help increase public awareness of 
MPO activities, and promote public involvement. 
They can be especially useful for gaining more in- 
depth perspectives from participants due to their 
more focused approach. MRMPO records public 
responses and additional questions/concerns for 
later use by staff or the MTB. 

 

Open Houses 

MRMPO may hold open houses at various 
locations over the span of several hours to 
provide increased opportunity for interested 
parties to learn and leave feedback about a 
certain topic or product (e.g., a draft MTP) in a 
more informal setting and with the chance to 
speak more directly with staff. In the past, open 
houses have been held at the MRCOG Board 
Room and various community facilities in 
Sandoval and Valencia Counties. 
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Focus Groups 

Focus groups help solicit in-depth information about issues, activities, or public perceptions from 
small groups of stakeholders. Often held in series, focus groups allow MRMPO to obtain detailed 
information and responses by asking questions that may build upon knowledge discovered during the 
course of the meetings or prior public interaction. 

Key Person Interviews 

MTB members or MRMPO staff may meetindividually with designated opinion leaders, such as 
Chamber of Commerce officials or members, mayors, advisory body members, non-profit agency 
representatives, religious leaders, business owners or individual constituents potentiallyimpacted by 
an MTB decision. 

Civic Events and Community and Agency Meetings 

MRMPO can bring outreach and educational materials to community events (e.g., farmers markets, 
fairs) and service locations, especially those locations where members of traditionally underserved 
communities may frequent 
(e.g., grocery stores in low- 
income neighborhoods). 
MRMPO can also provide 
updates on topics of interest to 
groups (i.e., city councils, other 
elected bodies, neighborhood 
associations) hosting meetings 
in the region. MRMPO will 
endeavor to attend other 
ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΩ ƪŜȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ 
for transportation projects so 
that members of the public 
attending can have access to 
someone who can provide a 
regional view and MRMPO staff 
can gain insight about public concerns. 

άtƻǇ-¦Ǉέ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŜȅŜ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 

MRMPO can host less formal άǇƻǇ-ǳǇέ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ōƻƻǘƘ ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ places 
(coffee shops, libraries, etc.) to disseminate information and/or collect feedback from the public. 
These can be helpful in reaching a different audience and for providing a less formal and more 
approachable environment. 

Social Media and New Technology  

MRMPO staff uses social media to 
engage the public in its planning products and activities. Staff will explore the use of new 
technologies and internet-based tools as they become available to increase the number of 
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ways people can provide input. This may include interactive maps to collect feedback, Twitter, 
greater use of Facebook, etc. 

 
 

III. MAJOR PRODUCTS OF THE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROCESS 
AND BASIC OUTREACH PROCEDURES THAT GUIDE THEIR DEVELOPMENT 

awathΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŜŦŦorts for the following key products are described in this section. 

¶ The Metropolitan Transportation Plan(MTP) 

¶ The Transportation Improvement Program 

¶ Public Participation Procedures 

¶ Title VI Plan 

¶ Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

The Metropolitan Transportation Plan is the 

primary planning document for the AMPA. As such, 

public outreach is critically important to the 

document. The MTP involves the most 

comprehensive and sustained outreach effort 

undertaken by MRMPO staff. 

Development of the MTP is divided into three 

general stages: (1) goals, existing conditions, and 

needs; (2) analysis and evaluation of strategies to 

meet the needs identified and achieve the goals 

stated; and (3) final selection of projects to be 

included in the MTP, and MTP document 

development and approval. Each stage of MTP 

development contains its own element of public 

participation. Public feedback is especially sought in 

the first stage when input can more easily inform the 

development of the plan. Feedback is sought in the second stage to help weigh in on strategies, 

approaches, and trade-offs. In the third stage, input is usually sought on the initial and final drafts of 

the plan. 

Inevitably there is some overlap between the stages, and comments are never rejected as being out 
of turn. However, at each stage, input is solicited to maximize public impact on the planning process. 
At all stages, use of visualization to the extent possible (e.g., charts, graphs, maps, and forecasts) are 
shared at public meetings, on the MRCOG website, and through other communication channels (e.g., 
social media, newsletters, email). 

At a minimum, public participation for Metropolitan Transportation Plans includes: 
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¶ Public meetings in Sandoval, Bernalillo, and Valencia counties, at locations accessible to 
transit and persons with disabilities; 

¶ Outreach to the public, stakeholders, local and tribal governments, and neighborhood 
coalitions (for example, member agencies and tribal governments are invited to 
participate on committees and MTP meetings, they receive updates through emails and 
other means, and MRMPO can attendτand present as appropriateτat local agency 
and Tribal government meetings. In addition, tribes in the north, central and south 
areas of the AMPA will be contacted and asked if they would like MRMPO to present 
there; 

¶ Press releases to news media in advance of the formal public comment period preceding 
adoption of the Plan and public notification of formal comment periods published; 

¶ Information related to the plan and participation opportunities (e.g., a draft plan available for 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘύ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aw/hD ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ awathΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ 

newsletter and social media sites (i.e., Facebook and Twitter) and sent via email to persons in 

the MTP contacts database. 

Significant written and oral comments received on the draft MTP as a result of the public involvement 

process are summarized, analyzed, and reported on as part of the final plan. If the final transportation 

plan differs significantly from the one which was made available for public comment by the MPO and 

raises new material issues which interested parties could not reasonably have foreseen from the public 

involvement efforts, an additional opportunity for public comment on the revised plan shall be made 

available. 

Amending the MTP 

Amending the MTP can take the form of additions to the list of federally eligible or regionally significant 

projects or removals from that list, revised population and/or traffic forecasts, or major revisions to 

funding projections. 

MRMPO makes every attempt to anticipate all regionally significant or potentially federally funded 

projects in the MTP, but in the event that a project must be added to the MTP, MRMPO staff will initiate 

participation to accommodate the revision. At a minimum, MRMPO will designate a minimum 30-day 

public comment period and send out press releases to the local media on the proposed change(s) to 

the MTP. In addition, at least one public meeting will be held (in conjunction with either the MTB or 

other committee meeting) where the public may provide comment to the staff and/or the Board and 

committee members present. Areas most directly affected by the proposed change to the MTP may be 

specifically targeted through the media, public meetings, and direct mail. 

Deletions from the MTP for outer-year projects (i.e., those not programmed in the TIP) can be made at 

the next revision of the MTP, since the MTP will be revised before the TIP programming period ends. 
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Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

The TIP is a short-range (six 

year) plan that programs 

funding, particularly federal 

funding, for transportation 

projects in the region. 

MRMPO seeks public input 

for the development of the 

TIP. TIP projects must be 

consistent with the MTP and 

reflect the priorities the 

public establishes in that 

document. This section will describe public participation methods for TIPs adopted at the same 

time as the MTP, TIPs adopted in intervening years, and TIP amendments. For a complete reference 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Lt ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ awathΩǎ TIP Policies & Procedures document 

(found on the MRCOG website). The public participation process established in this document is 

not a substitute for participation and analysis required of member agencies when designing and 

implementing projects contained in the TIP. 

TIPs Adopted Simultaneously with the MTP 

MRMPO updates the Metropolitan Transportation Plan every four to five years, as required in Title 

23 Part 450 of the Code of Federal Regulations (23CFR450). Projects in the TIP are consistent with 

the MTP and its goals, and relevant comments received on the MTP are used to inform the TIP as 

well. This process typically occurs late in the MTP development cycle. By having the TIP formal 

comment period and the MTP formal comment period occur simultaneously, the public may 

respond either to the programming question or short-term necessity of a given project, or its 

inclusion in the MTP in the first place. By scheduling TIP participation alongside MTP participation, 

ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ athΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ 

may consider the comment in the context of the MTP or TIP, or both. 

TIPs Adopted Separately from the MTP 

In years when there is not an MTP adoption (and, hence no MTP public participation), MRMPO 

staff engages the public in a standalone participation effort. Elements of TIP public participation for 

TIPs adopted in non-MTP years include, at a minimum: press releases to local media in the entire 

Albuquerque Metropolitan Planning Area; notice of comment period posted on the MRCOG 

website and included in the MPO newsletter and Facebook page; a public comment period of no 

less than 30 days; and at least one public meeting at a location easily accessible by public 

transportation. Outreach to various interest, advocacy, and neighborhood groups in the 

Metropolitan Planning Area may also occur, as well as other outreach methods to broaden 

participation. 



37 | P a g e  

 

 

Written and oral comments received on the draft TIP as a result of the public involvement process 

will be summarized, analyzed, and a report on the disposition of comments shall be made part of the 

final TIP. If the final TIP differs significantly from the one which was made available for public 

comment by the MPO and raises new material issues which interested parties could not reasonably 

have foreseen from the public involvement efforts, an additional opportunity for public comment on 

the revised TIP shall be made available. 

TIP Amendments 

TIP amendments occur most often on a quarterly basis. Occasionally the TIP will need to be modified 

sooner than the next quarterly session, in which case an out-of-cycle amendment may be made. 

In all cases of a TIP amendment, the amendment is discussed at posted and advertised meetings of 

the Transportation Coordinating Committee and the MTB (both of which are open to the public, and 

whose meetings are advertised in the local newspaper of record and on the MRCOG website). In 

addition, a public comment period of no less than 15 days is held. All proposed and adopted 

modifications to the TIP, including administrative modifications, are posted on the MRCOG website. 

Annual Listing of Obligated Projects 

MRMPO produces an annual listing of obligated projects as part of the TIP process and per federal 

requirement. The listing is a record of projects delivered in the previous year. The list is made 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ aw/hDΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

Public Participation Procedures Document 

Per 23CFR450.316, initial or revised participation plans such as this document (Mid-Region 

Metropolitan Planning Organization Public Participation Procedures) must go through a 45-day public 

comment period. 

At a minimum, public participation activities for updates to the Public Participation Procedures 
will include: 

¶ A minimum 45-day formal comment period 

¶ Notice posted on aw/hDΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ awathΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΤ 

notice posted in the newspaper 

¶ Public adoption of the Public Participation Procedures by the MTB at an MTB meeting 
(during which time public comments on the document may be made) 

¶ Copies of the approved participation plan shall be provided to the FHWA and the FTA and 
posted on the MRCOG website 

Title VI Plan 

The Mid-Region Council of Governments and Mid-Region Metropolitan Planning Organization Title VI 

tƭŀƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ aw/hDΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ άǎƘŀƭƭΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǊŀŎŜΣ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ 

national origin, or sex be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefit of, or otherwise be 

subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistancŜΦέ 
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The major elements of the MRCOG Title VI Plan are: 

¶ Data collection 

¶ Annual Title VI Report 

¶ Annual Review of the Title VIPlan 

¶ Dissemination of information related to the Title VIProgram 

¶ Resolution of complaints 

These topics are ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aw/hD ¢ƛǘƭŜ ±L tƭŀƴΦ Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎ 

LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aw/hD ¢ƛǘƭŜ ±L tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ 

this program area is to ensure that MRCOG seeks input from historically disadvantaged groups and 

responds to their input. 

Transportation Planning and Programming is a separate program area in the MRCOG Title VI Plan. 

The Title VI Plan describes how considerations of Title VI legislation are made througƘƻǳǘ aw/hDΩǎ 

planning and programming activities. 

Public participation in development of the MRCOG Title VI Plan shall, at a minimum, include 

opportunities to comment upon any proposed revisions at MTB meetings. Comments can also be 

submitted via email, mail, or phone: (mrcog@mrcog-nm.gov; attn. Title VI Coordinator, 809 Copper 

Ave. NW, Albuquerque, NM 87102; or 505-247-1750; or by fax, 505-247-1753). The MTB will approve 

Title VI Plans after a minimum 45-day public comment period (notice of which is posted on the 

MRCOG website). 

The Title VI Plan will also be posted on the MRCOG website and comments on it shall be included in 
the Annual Title VI Report which is incorporated in the Annual Performance and Expenditure Report 
(APER). 

Unified Planning Work Program 

The Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) is the work plan and budget all MPOs are required to 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇΦ awathΩǎ ¦t²t ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ǘǿƻ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ¦t²t ƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ 
on the MRCOG website. MRMPO provides a 30-day public review and comment period when draft 
UPWPs are developed and before they are adopted by the Board. Notice of the comment period is 
posted on the MRCOG website and will be announced in its newsletter. 

 

 

IV. MRMPO PUBLIC PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES 

Public participation activities are used to obtain information, identify public sentiment, and inform 

the public about how to participate in the transportation planning process as well as about specific 

plans, products, and findings. The tools and methods used to inform and involve the public may vary 

depending on the groups targeted and the decision at hand. 

mailto:mrcog@mrcog-nm.gov
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Public participation is designed to provide the public and stakeholders with meaningful access to key 

decisions. The stakeholder groups shall at a minimum include those described in 23CFR450.316(a)1. 

These stakeholder groups are organized to varying degrees and thus different approaches are 

required to involve them. In the past, 

MRMPO has reached out to neighborhood 

group coalitions in pursuit of geographic 

ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΤ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ άǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŀōƭŜέ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

activities for bike and pedestrian facilities; 

met with representatives of freight carriers 

and shippers; and has formed ad hoc 

committees composed of agency staff, 

representatives of advocacy groups, and 

MRMPO staff. In addition, MRMPO has 

solicited comment from chambers of 

commerce, service groups, and university 

students. 

MRMPO staff leads outreach efforts and 

encourages public participation by: 

¶ Providing easily accessible and comprehensive information 

¶ Informing affected or interested parties about ways they may participate 

¶ Identifying and testing new methods and approaches to increase public participation 

¶ Implementing public participation strategies and project-specific outreach plans 

¶ Considering and responding to public comment and incorporating when and where 

possible 

¶ Providing a clear purpose and objectives for feedback sought 

¶ Informing the MTB of public sentiment 

Public Notice 

MRMPO informs the public about its public meetings and opportunities for comment, as well as 

project milestones and outcomes of key meetings. The MRCOG website hosts working drafts of the 

MTP and TIP as appropriate, and solicits comments from the public and stakeholders on the website 
 

 

1 Each metropolitan planning organization shall provide citizens, affected public agencies, representatives of 

public transportation employees, public ports, freight shippers, providers of freight transportation services, 

private providers of transportation (including intercity bus operators, employer-based commuting programs, 

such as a carpool program, vanpool program, transit benefit program, parking cash-out program, shuttle 

program, or telework program), representatives of users of public transportation, representatives of users of 

pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, and other 

interested parties with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the transportation plan. 

(https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/23/134) 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/23/450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=23-USC-538922206-1306266757&term_occur=42&term_src=title%3A23%3Achapter%3A1%3Asection%3A134
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/23/134)
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https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=3d22eed4ad95c2eb21e7fffb3037c050&term_occur=1&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=2698b14930e1b46bc6d17cea5830ec23&term_occur=1&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=10fc857d236d5a3e71243c1bba7d8109&term_occur=2&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=309d339acf6728eae2a3736e53200d3e&term_occur=1&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=b23b8416d3a57b017d7900b854e7ce07&term_occur=1&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=309d339acf6728eae2a3736e53200d3e&term_occur=2&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=ea46a86012e152962be6ee126e3dbfab&term_occur=1&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=309d339acf6728eae2a3736e53200d3e&term_occur=3&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=309d339acf6728eae2a3736e53200d3e&term_occur=4&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=10fc857d236d5a3e71243c1bba7d8109&term_occur=3&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/23/subpart-B
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=309d339acf6728eae2a3736e53200d3e&term_occur=5&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=10fc857d236d5a3e71243c1bba7d8109&term_occur=4&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316


https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=3fc2d8974045ae8efc64ee27d5d3673a&term_occur=1&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40/part-93
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=309d339acf6728eae2a3736e53200d3e&term_occur=6&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=309d339acf6728eae2a3736e53200d3e&term_occur=7&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=50d83bc36a57f1eab16c2b698164ef41&term_occur=1&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=309d339acf6728eae2a3736e53200d3e&term_occur=8&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=ea46a86012e152962be6ee126e3dbfab&term_occur=2&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/49/chapter-53
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/23/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/23/201
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/23/204
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=309d339acf6728eae2a3736e53200d3e&term_occur=9&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=309d339acf6728eae2a3736e53200d3e&term_occur=10&term_src=Title%3A23%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AE%3APart%3A450%3ASubpart%3AC%3A450.316
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/23/450.314


http://www.mrcog-nm.gov/component/content/?task=view&id=108&Itemid=255
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http://www.mrcog-nm.gov/transportation/metro-planning/meetings-mtb/46-transportation/107-transportation-coordinating-committee-tcc
http://www.mrcog-nm.gov/transportation/metro-planning/short-range-tip?task=view&id=62
http://www.mrcog-nm.gov/component/content/?task=view&id=107&Itemid=250
http://www.mrcog-nm.gov/transportation/metro-planning/meetings-mtb?task=view&id=27
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